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This talk identifies and analyzes some of the specific rhetor-
ical devices, ideas, and Black cultural practices employed 
in the public speeches of Congresswoman Barbara Jordan 
of Texas, the first Black woman from the South to serve 
in Congress and a major figure in the Democratic party 
during the 1960s and 70s. Jordan has been celebrated 
as one of America’s greatest orators, but few have exam-

ined how she constructed her particular messages about 
America’s political future or asked-- why was she so per-
suasive?  At a time when progressive women in American 
politics seek to provide alternative visions for the future, 
and establish their right to leadership, Jordan’s unmatched 
ability to persuade minds and inspire listeners to take ac-
tion deserves special scrutiny.


